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Indigenous Handicrafts of the County of Southern Khorasan

Handicrafts are a very

And join in with the things
that are worthy of our
nation's history, traditions,
and beliefs, to make your

serious subject, and we have
to investment on them.

| believe we have to discuss immortal work much more

meaningful and rich, with
your message.

the policy needs of
handicrafts.
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| am not rightly able to give my
feelings about the beautiful
and stunning works, equally, |
recommend you to develop a
domain of this work.

Some selective speeches of the Islamic Revolutionary Leader about
the Importance of Handicrafts/ 2009-2010




1) S U 3 ¢ s Do byt (S Sy

30, Ko Sgde o g ol s ol
29 ady Voo (o yd olass S e
Jea s goa & LSS B B e I
52S a3 (s alio ez o e85 Ly il
e BANE T ol bl 4 Jlob
e =5 o b 5l 9 s9—e)

o=l o a S Sl Lo b A o 3l g il

Ay pbl dn JLaisl ey aouls 9 olsral w0 sl

ool 8

i .}l J]
’!,lw I ”I

}I " |‘ }
\’ Jl“l 'i
I

|




Southern Khorasan, The Red Gold Land and Land of Desert Dreams

South Khorasan province is
located in the east of the
country with diverse climatic
conditions.

Birjand is the capital of this
county, and this province is
limited to Khorasan-Razavi
province from the north,
Afghanistan from the east,
Yazd, Isfahan and Semnan

provinces from the west, and
Kerman, Sistan and
Baluchistan provinces from
the south.

Among the 300 coded and
identified fields and subfields
of handicrafts in the Iran, more
than 120 fields are active in
this province which are

introduced the most important
fields in this booklet briefly.
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The History of Handicrafts of the County

Handicrafts of each area are affected by the
Cultural, Geographical and History of the
land. In the South area of the region of
Khorasan due to the special geographical
position and culture, it has its own

handicrafts.

Most of people in this area have farm around

the canals and fountains and livestock is the

people’s main job. In addition to these jobs

they produce handicrafts such as weaving
cloth, carpets, rug weaving, basket weaving

and pottery.
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Barak Weaving (Barak Baffi)

Barak weaving is one of the oldest handicrafts in

southern Khorasan, and its production in the

province dates back to before the Seljuk period.

Barak, which is locally called Korki, Kurgi, or
Kurgin, is a thick woven fabric made of goat and
camel wool from which winter clothing is made,
and has special and unique characteristics in
terms of strength, softness, warmth, and

therapeutic properties.

Wool fabrics were produced with smmple and
checkered designs and using natural-colored wool
fibers (light cream to black).The uses of wool fabrics
mainly included: papich (pataveh), women's and
men's coats, women's chadors, neck scarves, and
Mandil (a kind of hat).

The skill of barak weaving has been registered under
number 810 on the Ordinary List of National
Intangible Heritage.
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Towel Weaving (Holeh-Baffi)

Towel weaving, which is locally
referred to as (Tow Bafi or Toon
Bafi), is one of the oldest
handicrafts in southern
Khorasan. According to
historical documents, the
popularity of handwoven and
cotton and silk fabrics produced
in the ancient Qohestan state in

Towel production is currently
popular in many cities of
South Khorasan, including

K hus f,
Nehbandan,
BESE 1 et (10
Sarayan, and
Qaynat, and

; , Birjand city,
the early Islamic centuries has .
: : especially the
been widely mentioned. :
village of
Traditional towel weaving in Khorashad is

South Khorasan is still done
today, as in the past, with
traditional two- or four-row
machines and simple tools.
The types of patterns used in
towel weaving include: Kolu,
Genti, Chapar Baft, Jenaghi Also, Chador Shab

and Sadeh. weaving, which is

a derivative

of the art and craft of
weaving, is popular in most
cities of the province,
especially Sarayan city.

one of the
main centers
for towel
production in
the province.

Various towel weaving
products include: hand, face
and bath towels, bread cloth,
handkerchiefs, scarves, etc.
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Table Cloth for Flou (Sofreh Ardi)

One of the decorative applied handicrafts in Iran is called Table
Cloth Weaving table (Sofreh Baffi).It is one woven by using a frame
with the local name of Sofreh Ardi. They are woven for themselves,
from camel and sheep’s wool with natural colour and with plant
colouring on frame on the floor. Hand woven from wool or cotton it

is usually woven in a square shape with
dimensions of 110/110 cms and used for the
preparation of bread dough and

Is currently used as a mat. Patterns are
subjectively created by the weavers from
surrounding nature.

The women knead the dough in the Taghar,
knead the bread dough on the cloth (Sofreh)
and they form the flour in a way to prevent the
spillage of the yeast on to the ground.

Other applications is to maintain the natural
yeast to use bake the next time (several
weeks).

In recent years for other uses such as

beautiful woven-mats and the mat is also
produced like Rou Korsi, (Padari) Door Mats
and (Sajadeh) Prayer Mats. Now in the village
of Mehenj in Ghaen is one of the main users
which is very important.
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Black Tent (Siyah Chador)

It is said that the simple textures woven from
goat's hair, is used for ceilings and walls
tents of the nomads. The main requirements
for weaving a tent is goat's hair and that

color must be crow black, Sur and blond. All
clean and spinning processes are
undertaken by the native men and women.
The main products of this field are the panels
of the tent, for the preparation of various

sizes of the nomadic tent, which some of
them are connected together. These panels
are approximately eight to ten meters in
length and have a width of one meter when

woven and they are simple and completely
black. Some people make a distinction
between their own tents within the weaving
of tissue the panels with white cotton thread
to create simple designs.

The tools used in weaving these tents are so very simple and consist of a horizontal frame, shaneh, dastak and paki's. Now the tent fabric
is woven by residents of villages like Seydal and Mighan in the township of Nehbandan, and nomadic tribes of the Sarbisheh Township in
Ghaen and Saravan make a living by this .
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Palus Weaving

Palus is thick and tough for tents made
from goat’s hair, for Kheymeh, mats and
like these can be used. The colour of the
wool Palus come from natural colouring of
goat's hair based on the color spectrum of
light cream to black.

The weaving of Palus is like simple rugs
and often without or with very simple
geometric designs, and is colour limited,
generally two or three colours, respectively
within the simple hand-woven strips used.

Sometimes for the woven fabric narrow
strips are used, often old and used material
and finally, they are hand woven with a
large variety of colourful striped fabric is
produced. The art of weaving the palus in
local terms is called Labbafi or lavvafi art.

The tools used for palus weaving like the black tent weaving (Chadorbaffi) include: a horizontal
frame, Shaneh, dastak and paki. In this field, in addition to the mat, all kinds of horse and donkey
back packs (Khorjeen), Javal, Toubreh, Khakash (for hand transport) are produced. In the whole
county and especially in the City of Nehbandan and Sarbisheh the palus are sporadically
produced.
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Raffia Weaving (Tarkeh Baffi )

To make a variety of dishes using thin several days to become flexible and
branches and twigs of trees and shrubs the usable.

narrow weaving process is called Tarkeh _
baffi From two sets of four perpendiculars from

the wand more powerful, an octagonal
structure that constitutes the basic
skeleton is created. Then thin twigs are
woven continuously until the completion of
the walls of the object.

After the collection of branches and twigs
from the two types of willow, the red willow
(Mina) and the stream willow (Bid-Roudi))
or from the peanut or almond tree (Saftrg),
they are cleaned of any leaves and waste
and are classified according to the length Drainer baskets are used mostly for rice
and thickness. draining, washing fruits and vegetables,
If they use an old branch which is fruit baskets, vegetables and flowers,
non-flexible, they soak them in water for drying fruits, carrying feed for animals .
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Mat weaving (Hasir Baffi)

Mat weaving is one of the oldest crafts and

perhaps the oldest. Applying to the
manufacture of products referred the use of
palm leaves for mat weaving (Matting,
Bouriya Baffi).

The tools used are a number of simple tools
for basic mat weaving, includes, a sickle,
knife, file (sohan), awl and needle.

These tools are suitable for cutting leaves of

palm trees and used to prepare the raw
materials of the trees and sometimes with

assistantance of a professional it makes the

production process easier.
But skills and talents of artists are in shaping

the wicker products.

Mat weaving in the City of Tabass and
Nehbandan and especially it is a common
goal in the tourist village of Dehsalam.

Ilts products include all kinds of baskets and carrying baskets (Zanbil), hand fans, and mats in the form of circles and oval shapes, table plate
mats Shilg, and animal statues such as camels for decoration. Also, a type of straw weaving with wheat stalks, locally called "Pakhal Bafl", is
common in this province and is used to make various types of baskets.

This art and craft is popular in Qaenat, especially the Khazri district of Qaenat and some villages in Sarayan .
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Traditional Blacksmith (Chelengari)

To process wire and sheet metal
formation, the technique of heating the
metal and repressing it to
manufacture products such as sickles,
hammers, horseshoes and bells for
livestock call the tradition
Blacksmithing (Chelengari).

The main raw materials used in the

forging industry are: metal, wood or
coal (coke), water and Tanou-kar
powder.

The local blacksmith tools consist of a
heavy and light hammer, anvil,
hammer, chisel, clamp, and a ceramic
trough full of water, and bellows which
are attached to direct air to the coke
furnace and raise the temperature.
One of the products of a Forge is making the hawk bell which is a custom and they consist of different bells for Shepherds and Animal

keepers which are made in various sizes which is in one or sometimes two bells, and are hung around the neck of local animal’s, and also
for shepherd dogs.
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Traditional Pottery

The raw ceramic material is the mud which is a mixture
of clay and water, which after kneading, homogeneous
and kneading, becomes very smooth and flexible.
Pottery is the process of making pots with mud and the
dishes which are made from mud are clay pots. The main
tools used in the art of pottery in Southern Khorasan
include: foot or electric pottery wheels, easel, palette
knife, yarn, bowl of water, shovel, extruder, Balmil .

Pottery in the past was done by men, but in Mahdiyeh
(Shahzileh) women helped to bring and move the mud

d for pots.
W - . Pottery in  Southern  Khorasan was  quite
§ ™ B practical and most products were without a glaze or the
glaze was elementary. In the villages of Shahzileh and
Kousheh near the City of Khaf in the old era most of the clay pots were made there. Commonly using chalk and clay from Dams (Khak

Bandi), most of the ovens are on ground level and fueled by diesel . Pottery in this county works with the building up method (kavil)
and wheel methods . The building up method is commonly used to make containers with a high altitude like the oven. The turning of
the majority of primary wheels id done by the movement of the feet and in recent years has been replaced by the electric wheel.

Sometimes sand is added to the earthen pottery, because the area potters believe that there having more sand in the soil, strengthens
and increases the resistance of the mud during baking and keeps the temperature inside the container. Most of the pottery has been
prepared and includes a glass ovens, pots, bowls, traditional drum base (Tombak), cups, piggy banks, troughs, smoking pipe bowl
(Hookah), and pots. In addition to the industrial City of Birjand, the Cities of Boshrouyeh and Khosf are becoming relatively common
and good .
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Traditional Embroidery (Rou-Doozi)

The term "rudouzi" or "rukari" (embroidery)
refers to the art of creating various patterns on
plain, unpatterned, and mostly inexpensive
fabrics by sewing or pulling a portion of the
warp and weft threads of the fabric. The raw
materials used in traditional Rudozi are
divided into two categories: fabrics and yarns
of various types such as silk, cotton, wool, and
metal, and decorative pieces including:
tapestries, Sormeh, cocoons, sequins, coins,
stones, beads, mirrors, braids, and ornaments.

Also, Darvish Douzi, Abrisham Douzi(Khameh Douzi),
Ajideh Douzi (Panbeh Douzi- Layeh Douzi), Cheshmeh
Douzi, Sokmeh Douzi, Shabakeh Douzi, Nagadah

Douzi, Chekan Douzi, Dah-yek Douzi, Zartoshti Douzi,

and Chehel-tekeh Douzi are among the embroidery

styles of the province, the production of which has
been common and customary in all cities, especially

Birjand, Qaynat, Nehbandan, and Darmiyan.

Examples of the use of traditional embroidery include the decoration of clothes (front of the chest, collar and cuffs), table cloths, tray cover, Quran
covers, Saroq and Soozani, curtains, prayers rug, cushions, newborn clothes (Sarband, swaddle band), wedding dresses and etc.

The skill of making tobacco Cheken Douzi pouches in Seh Qalaeh, Sarayan city, has been registered in the National Intangible Cultural Heritage
List under number 2226 on 12/26/2020.
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Precious and semi-precious stones

One of the advantages of South Khorasan Prov-
ince is to benefit from rich quarries with a versa-
tile spectrum of gemstones types. It includes
blue agate, moss agate, brown agate, honey
agate and..
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Malleh literally means yellow and brown. Malleh cotton
is atype of cotton grown in Khusf city and is similar to reg-
ular cotton in terms of planting, growing, harvesting, and
cottonseed, but the product of the plant varies in color
from light cream to brick brown. Malleh cotton is known
as (Sorkhcheh) among locals and has a special value. This
cotton has a long history in the region.

M a"e B afi Agricultural knowledge, spinning technique, traditions and oral manifestations of Malle
cotton of Khousf city were registered under number 1623 on 14/07/2018. Also, in August

of 2019, the city of Khousf was registered as a national city of Malle Bafi by the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts.



